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SUBJECT: ALLEGATION US ENCOURAGED UK NAVAL COOPERATION 
WITH SOUTH AFRICA 

REF: (A) STATE 242431 (NOTAL), (B) STATE 213729 (NOTAL) 

1. WE HELD BACKGROUNDER AUTHORIZED BY PARA 6 REF (A) 

ON NOVEMBER 6. IT WAS ATTENDED BY 15 CORRESPONDENTS IN- 
CLUDING MOST MAJOR UK PAPERS, REUTERS AND SOME AMERICAN 
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2. WE BEGAN BACKGROUNDER BY NOTING THAT THERE HAD BEEN 
STORIES EMANATING FROM SOUTH AFRICA BUT PRINTED IN UK 
SUGGESTING THAT US HAS BEEN ENCOURAGING UK NAVAL COOPERA- 
TION WITH SOUTH AFRICA AND UK MAINTENANCE OF SIMONSTOWN 
AGREEMENT. WE SAID BACKGROUNDER WAS ONLY TO CLEAR UP 
THIS POINT AND QUOTED PARAS 3 AND 4 OF REF (A) TO EFFECT 
THAT US HAS NOT ENCOURAGED COLLABORATION OR MAINTENANCE 
OF AGREEMENT AND THAT US ITSELF HAS NOT COLLABORATED ON 
MILITARY MATTERS WITH SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. IN QUESTION PERIOD WHICH FOLLOWED, SOME CORRESPON- 
DENTS PRESSED ON WHETHER LACK OF US ENCOURAGEMENT TO DATE 
MEANT THAT US "DID NOT CARE” ABOUT CONTINUATION OF 
SIMONSTOWN AGREEMENT; SPECIFICALLY DID WE NOT THINK 
AGREEMENT WOULD BE VALUABLE IN TIME OF WAR. WE DECLINED 
TO RESPOND DIRECTLY TO THIS QUESTION ON THE GROUNDS THAT 

IT REQUIRED SPECULATION ABOUT SCENARIO OF SOME FUTURE, 
UNKNOWN CONTINGENCY. WE COULD ONLY DESCRIBE PRESENT 
POLICY. AT LEAST ONE CORRESPONDENT SAID HE COULD ONLY 
INTERPRET THIS AS MEANING THAT US DID NOT THINK SIMONS- 
TOWN IS OR WILL BE IMPORTANT TO US AND ITS ALLIES. 

4. WE WERE ASKED ABOUT SACLANT STUDY ON NATO IMPLICA- 
TIONS OF CAPE ROUTE. IN RESPONSE WE USED QUOTE FROM 
DEPARTMENT JULY 10 RESPONSE TO CONGRESS IN LAST SENTENCE 
PARA 4 REF (B ). 

5. WE WERE ALSO ASKED ABOUT STATUS DIEGO GARCIA, CUR- 
RENT SOVIET NAVAL PRESENCE IN INDIAN OCEAN AND OCTOBER 
29-30 US/UK CONSULTATIONS ON INDIAN OCEAN. WE DREW ON 
AVAILABLE GUIDANCE IN RESPONSE. 

6. BACKGROUNDER RECEIVED NO PRESS COVERAGE NOVEMBER 7. 

WE EXPECT SUNDAY PAPERS (NOVEMBER 10) MAY REFLECT OUR 
STATEMENTS. WE WILL REPORT ANY STORIES WHICH APPEAR. 
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